
 

  

 

Dear Manatee County Families, 

The new Florida Standards are being tested in the 
spring of 2015. The Florida Standards Assessment 

(FSA)  is replacing the FCAT 2.0. Here is what to 
expect with new assessments. 

 

Q: Which subjects and grades does this affect? 

A:  English Language Arts: Grades 3-11 

      Mathematics: Grades 3-8 

 

Q: When will the new standards be tested? 

A: 

 

Q: How are the tests different from last year? 

A:  The new test will include more authentic 
assessment measures of student high order 
thinking skills and will be more rigorous with 
greater item complexity.  This includes: 

 Interacting with texts, tasks, and simulations  

 Creating and using features like graphs and 
charts 

 Communicating thinking and reasoning 

 Writing to respond from sources  

Additional changes include:   

 Computerized administration for fifth grade 
students  

 Increased test duration 20 minutes (two 

sessions equal to 160 minutes) 

 Increased number of test items 

 

 

What to know about the ELA Grades 3-5 
FSA 

From the desk of Kriss Wasel and Alison Nichols  
waselk@manateeschools.net 0r nicholsa@manateeschools.net  

 
 

 
SAMPLE FSA QUESTIONS 

MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AT:   

HTTP://WWW.FSASSESSMENTS.ORG/ 
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How Can I Help My Child Be Successful on 

FSA? 

MORE INFORAMTION CAN BE FOUND AT:  

http://www.fsassessments.org/wp-

content/uploads/2014/09/Florida-Family-Brochure-v6-2.pdf 

 Have fifth grade students go online and take 

the practice FSA online assessment. 

http://www.fsassessments.org/training-tests 

 

 Read together every day.  Spend time talking 

about the stories, pictures, and words. 

 

 Listen to your child read.  Be patient and 

listen as your child practices.  Let your child 

know you are proud of his or her reading. 

 

 Talk to your child about what he or she is 

reading. 

- What happened in the story? 

- Who are the characters, where are the 

places, and what events occurred? 

- What do you think will happen next? 

- Why do you think it happened that way? 

- What new information did you learn? 

 

 Share conversations with your child over 

mealtimes and other times you are together.  

Children learn what words mean when they 

hear them spoken often. 

 

 Be a reader and writer.  Children learn habits 

from people around them.     

 
 

 

 

 

 Reading Skills Assessed

 

  

 Item Types That Could Be Found On the FSA 
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